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he Five Things I Learned from Online Dating
By Matthew Russo

October 18, 2013

After being single for an undisclosed amount of time including over three years at a coed school where
women outnumber men (statistics are not my friend), this summer I tried online dating. I figured it
couldn’t hurt (spoiler: It could.).
I disabled my profile, so don’t try to look for it, you nosy bastards.
Anyway, three months of online dating resulted in exactly zero real-life dates (I know, I’m impressed
with myself too) and one phone number.
“Three months for one number? I could get like ten in one night, bro.”
“Ten? Dude, I could get at least twenty.”
“Screw you guys. I could get a million, easy.”
Okay, I have to doubt that last one, unless you’re hacking into some kind of phone number database.
In that case, it’s creepy that you have to meet women that way. Besides, I would rather have one
quality number than thousands of numbers from girls I don’t particularly like.
Even though it didn’t go all that well, I’d like to share what I learned from my time in the world of
online dating.
1. There are rules.
Of course there are. There are rules to every social interaction, but in online dating these rules are
made explicit by people complaining in their profiles. They are simple: don’t send someone a generic
greeting like “Hey,” “Hi,” or “What’s up?”; don’t send a message that is just a compliment on
someone’s physical appearance like “You’re hot (pretty, cute, beautiful, etc.)”; and (most important)
don’t send someone a request for sex.
These rules should be obvious, but the fact that so many women had to state them outright in their
profiles shows that there are a lot of homy meatheads out there willing to fill inboxes with messages
like “Are you DTF?” or “Hey, gurl, you wanna fuk?”
In theory, you’re supposed to read a person’s profile and start a conversation based on it. This is what I
expected. This makes sense. However, in practice ...
2. Even if you follow the rules, you will be ignored most of the time.
Over half of the women I messaged never replied. This was frustrating, especially since I was ignored
even when asking the most harmless questions. For instance, I asked a girl who said, in her profile, she
likes to read, “What do you like read?” And I asked similar questions to girls who liked video games.
I’m still waiting for the answers.
By the time I gave up on online dating, I was kind of upset, not because the girls didn’t like me. I’m a
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big boy; I can handle people not liking me (in fact, sometimes I kind of expect it). No, I was angry that
they straight-up ignored me. Even when the dirtiest, shadiest stranger on the street says something to
you, you respond.
All I want is for people to have the common courtesy to tell me to piss off. I don’t think that’s too
much to ask.
3. Even if you’re not ignored, the conversation won’t go the way you wanted.
Mostly the conversations that I managed to have devolved into me asking questions and her giving
short answers. In other words, they became less like conversations and more like interviews. Here’s a
secret: I don’t particularly like interviewing people. That’s why I don’t do the reporting on this website
anymore.
The conversations felt one-sided and terse. It would have been different if their answers would have
been of some substance, but for the most part they weren’t. I mean, I was asking questions; I was
interested. They should have talked.
The problem with being expected to carry a conversation with questions is that, eventually, you run
out. Which brings me to my next realization ...
4. I’m not good at thinking of things to say to people.
This one should be obvious to anyone who’s sat in awkward silence with me before class.
When I ran out of things to say to these girls (which happened twice), I stopped talking to them. In my
defense, if they would have continued the conversation, I would have replied. I never ignored anyone,
but once I ran out of questions, I left it in their hands whether or not they wanted to keep things going
(they didn’t).
Then there were the women I never messaged in the first place because, as it turns out...
5. I’m pretty judgmental.
If a girl had a kid, I did not message her. Does that make me a bad person?
“Yes, yes it does, but we already knew you were a bad person. Seriously, who writes articles
disparaging Valentine’s Day and Halloween? What’s next, Christmas?”
“Plus he drives a van. Even if he doesn’t use it for any nefarious purpose (and honestly who really
believes he doesn’t?), think of all those emissions! Doesn’t he care about the environment?”
Shut up, the both of you. Like my older brother says when I call him a bad person, “When did I claim
to be a good person?” Besides, if a single mother would have messaged me, I may have been
interested. It’s just that I wasn’t actively seeking single mothers.

“Whatever, you’re still an asshole.”
The mind-boggling cases are the ones where girls had like three kids before they reached their
twenties. Didn’t they learn their lesson the first time (assuming, of course, that the pregnancies were
accidental)? It’s like totaling three cars before you reach your twenties; someone needs to take your
license away ‘cause you just don’t learn nothin’. ("See? That's why you're still an asshole.")
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Also, if a woman said she didn’t like to read in her profile, I assumed she was (to put it kindly) less
than intelligent.
While we’re on the subject of reading, if someone listed their favorite book as the Bible, that was an
immediate turnoff. I’m fine with someone being religious, but being so religious that you list the Bible
as your favorite book is like being so patriotic that you name Thomas Jefferson as your favorite writer.
These are not people you want to be around.
Lastly, there were the “party girl” profiles, the women who said they like drinking and doing drugs and
not much else. It’s kind of sad that, when given a space to describe themselves, these girls couldn’t
come up with anything besides their fondness for getting drunk and high. I mean, I suppose it’s fine to
do occasionally. But to define your whole being by this type of “partying”? That repelled me.
Conclusion
There you have it. That’s what I learned. I wish I had some sort of coda, a happy ending to tack on. I
wish I could say (and sound distressingly like a high school football coach after a championship game),
“ft was hard, but it was worth it.” But it wasn’t worth it. It was a waste of time. I would say the
experience bruised my ego, but it feels more like it lured my ego into a dark alley, shot it in the face,
and tossed the body in a dumpster. Wow, these columns are getting increasingly bitter, aren’t they? I
promise the next one won’t be.
Disclaimer: Any promises made to individuals or to the audience as a whole on this website are in no
way binding. The phrase “I promise” as used above is equivalent to “I’ll try.” Therefore, Matthew is
not obligated to fulfill said promise, but may choose to at his discretion.
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Dear Arlene
By Arlene Gandy

October 20, 2013

Dear Arlene advice column's goal is to provide members of the Fontbonne community free, personal,
sound, and down-to-earth advice or opinion.
Dear Arlene,
I am a freshman and my girlfriend is still in high school. How do I balance college life with my
relationship with her and her high school friends?
Arlene’s advice:
Dear High school love,
Welcome to college, this decision will be one of the first, of some tough decisions. As you will learn
eventually, college is very time consuming. As much as, I am sure, you would love to spend time with
your girlfriend, the reality is that in order to be successful in college your time is best spent studying
and preparing for your classes. The suggested time for studying per credit hour is an hour each day.
Being a serious student will impress upon your girlfriend and other friends still in high school the
importance of you doing well in college. They may not understand now, but later they will. I am not
saying ditch your friends, but it is hard to maintain any friendship with someone who is not on the
same level or does not have the same goals. Many freshmen try to keep up with their friends from
high school, and find themselves not doing well. It is important to be focused and do your best to stay
focused in college. I have learned that true friends, whether they're your girlfriend or not, will
understand and wish you the best with support.
Dear Arlene,
Which is better, Ryan or DSAC?
Arlene’s advice:
Dear Campus Eater,
If you are restricted to campus food, and have a meal plan, you may want to eat in the DSAC, only
because you can order your food cooked to order. My experience with eating on campus is the food
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lacks luster in the dining hall in Ryan, and “the sac” (DSAC). If you commute like much of the
students and faculty, a good meal at a satisfying price is difficult to come by. I have experienced dorm
life on a budget with eating restrictions on the meal plan. My best advice is to get innovative in the
common area kitchen, and prepare your meals to bring your lunch with you, or have your mother
freeze some quick and easy meals. Bringing your food from home or stocking up at mom and dad’s
may seem like a pain, but I assure you that your pockets, stomach, and body will thank you.
Dear Arlene,
How do I handle rude people in certain offices at Fontbonne?
Arlene’s Advice:
Dear Kill them with Kindness,
In my experience with rude people, whether face-to-face or over the phone, is that they are generally
unhappy with some aspect of their life, or they may just be having a bad day. However, if every time
you go into that office and that same person is having another bad day. I suggest that you ask them in
a calm voice, “Why are you being so rude to me?” Make sure you say it calmly, yet loud enough for
their supervisor or other co-worker to hear you. Take note of the person’s name, and the mentally
documented time of prior occurrences. If you have time to speak with their supervisor, give verbal
notices to them. Time not permitting, go to student affairs when you get the time and ask the
procedure to making a complaint. See how fast you get a reaction. Please remember that the faculty
and staff are here to assist according to the mission of the CSJ, not to mention your tuition pays their
salaries.
I have not personally experienced any of the faculty or staff being rude to me. However, I try to kill
rude people with kindness. I walk in the olfice with a smile, greet everyone with a salutation, and I
usually start with a compliment about anything noticeable they have on. Then the ice is broken,
whether they had a bad day or if they are just unhappy in their life, you brighten their day a little.
Everyone likes compliments.

Dear Arlene,
How can undecided students figure out what they should major in?
Arlene’s Advice
Dear Undecided,
It is not uncommon for one to not know what major to pursue. Additionally, many start in one field of
study and end up in a very different field by the time they graduate. For example, my college path has
taken me from Business Administration to Communication, and I just recently just picked up
Sociology as a minor. As you can see, I am still figuring it out.
My best advice for any undecided student is to concentrate on completing your general education
requirements. I found that your core class is where you realize what field of study interests you. If
you don't find it in your core classes, just stick with it and it will come to you.
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Dear Arlene,
Where are some good places to hang out around campus?
Arlene’s advice:
Dear Cool zone
The campus has many “kool” places to hang out. It just depends how you are trying to be
entertained? Listed below are some places that I like to hang out around campus:
0 The library’s second floor, either of the sofas facing the CSJ statue, in a meeting room, or at one
of the desk among the stacks are good places if you are trying to study, or just trying to find some
peace and quiet to read a good book.
0 The first and fourth floor of Medaille Hall has a lounge area, computers, printers, and the
commuter lounge (on the 4th floor) even has a television, Wii gaming system, and DVD player (you
can rent the disc and controllers from the library). The sofas in the in any lounge is prime territory for
a quick mid day nap. This time of year, the hammocks outside in the meadow are a nice place to chill.
0 Ryan Hall dining area (during the meal periods) is a good place to be social; you can meet new
people. You can also network with some faculty and administration.
0 The Doerr Chapel in Ryan Hall is really good for peace, quiet, meditation, and spiritual clarity. It
is also the quietest place on campus.
I have suggested a place for pretty much any type of hanging and good time around campus. I have a
few more secret places I will inform you of in my final column when I graduate.

Dear Arlene,
My parents are determined pursue a degree in the science field, but a feel I am more of a creative
soul. I know another student with the same problem. Do you have any advice or ideas to show our
parents we will be just as successful in a non-science related field?
Arlene‘s Advice:
Dear Parents just don’t understand,
If your parents are not listening when you say that you are clear on the field you prefer to study. I
suggest that you show them more than tell them, what you want to do. I know this may be difficult
because you may be afraid that you are going to mess up your parents financial contributions towards
you education, but your parents love you and want only good things for you. I think that as we grow
older, life has a way of working itself out. Although, you may not receive a degree in the study of
your choice, but because of your passion you will still land in the area you want.
In life you will be faced with many choices, some hard and some not so much, but always follow the
source of your conscience and your heart for the answer. Your parents will understand and continue to
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support your decisions.
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Domestic Violence is No Joke
By Brooke Angel

October 20, 2013

October is Domestic Violence Awareness month. It always surprises people when they hear (if they
hear) that October is dedicated to raise awareness for domestic violence because it’s overshadowed by
the media painting all of their outlets pink for breast cancer.
In fact, two weeks ago, when I asked the editor of the Fontbanner, “Can I write a piece about
domestic violence since October is Domestic Violence Awareness month?” The male classmate sitting
to my left, scoffed (literally), and said, “We need an entire month for that?” He furrowed his brow and
shook his head from side to side; disbelief covered his face.
I had to take a deep breath before responding to his question, and I couldn’t face him when I decided
to answer, “Yes. Your comment is proof that we do need an entire month.”
I thought I was going to cry, but I reminded myself that people don’t understand what they don’t
know, and maybe he was lucky enough to never have to watch someone try to strangle his mom. Or
maybe he’s never received a phone call from his crying best friend saying she’s scared because the
man she loves just threw her across their living room after she begged him to quit popping prescription
pills and while she laid on the couch, shaking in fear, he popped another pill in front of her to establish
his power and control. Or maybe he’s lucky enough to never have been back-handed so hard that his
lip got busted and his nose started bleeding.
But, the truth is: 1 in 4 women experience domestic violence sometime in their life. And 15% of
domestic violence victims are men. However, domestic violence is one of the most chronically
underreported crimes.
So, a bigger question begs to be answered: how do we raise awareness of something that is ‘chronically
underreported’?
As an individual, I can’t answer this question, but as a community, we can non-violently fight this issue
together.
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Here’s my proposal: everyone needs to stop telling, stop laughing, and stop listening to domestic
violence jokes. It is not uncommon to walk past a group of men laughing about the infamous joke,
“What do you tell a woman with two black eyes? Nothing; you already told her twice.” Or, when you
hear a story of a woman sharing any unpopular opinion, a man responding, “She deserves to be
smacked.”
A lot of the men I know make and respond to jokes like this and I know they would never actually
beat a woman, but they don’t realize that by participating in conversations like this, the public is
becoming desensitized to a serious issue (an issue that impacts one quarter of women).
And the desensitization is coming from more places than stinky locker rooms. Minibar in Austin, Texas
just had a sign outside of it’s establishment that read: “I like my beer like I like my violence:
domestic.”

Then, a popular St. Louis radio station, 105.7 The Point, hosts a competition called “Beat a Woman.”
The competition is about football; one of the hosts of the show refers to herself as female football
connoisseur, so the objective is for men to call in and see if they can beat this woman answering
questions about football. The game is harmless, but the title is offensive, and once again, desensitizing
the public to a large and serious issue.
A female blogger who is devoted to sharing her experiences with domestic violence recently posted on
her site, futureforfma.com:
“But in everyday life everyone owns a ‘wife-beater’ and people often joke about women ‘knowing
their role.’ These are just jokes, we say. ‘Lighten up, Fina. It was harmless,’ people tell me.
Fuck you, if you aren’t offended by this:
T gave you earth lessons, I came to you as a blessin’. You didn’t do the knowledge what the God was
manifestin’. You sneaky fuck bitch, your ways and actions told it all. I fucked you while you was
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bleedin, held you down in malls. Sexually you worshipped my di-dick like a cross.’
Lyrics from this guy. Wu-Tang Clan isn’t an underground group. Neither is Snoop Dog or Dr. Dre. But
DV isn’t just in rap music. It’s everywhere. These are artists, we say. ‘Things like this don’t actually
happen, Fina. It’s hyperbole,’ people tell me."
The jokes are everywhere: our living rooms, our restaurants, and our music. And they make people
think domestic violence is acceptable, and leave them ignorant to a serious issue. Plus, these jokes are
silencing already quiet victims.
Quit.
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Want to know more about domestic violence or you need help? Visit safeconnections.org.
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First Basketball Practice
By Bryton Curtis 1 October 20, 2013

“What are the goals of this team?” Head Coach Steve Schafer asked Darius Rucker, Greg Gentry,
Blake Welch, Michael Jackson and a couple other players who showed up to his office on a Thursday
evening. He adamantly reiterates his question to them, “What are the only two goals of this team?"
Little did these guys know that they were walking into a pop quiz about the goals of the team. The
players were barely through the office door and were stunned, not knowing what coach was even
talking about. Darius and Greg tried to think quickly on their feet, making up some goals they thought
could be the answer but in fact were far from it. “Did you read your binder? The answers are in the
binder,” Schafer insisted. The players still looked baffled by the question.
All of a sudden Darius blurts out “Win!” Coach Schafer replies,
“That’s number two, what is our number one goal as a team?” Greg, Blake, Michael and the other
players try their hardest to find the answer, lost in the back of their minds, but after many unsuccessful
attempts at the correct goals, Schafer just yells out the real answer to his question. “They are: number
one, to grow as a person, as a student, and as a basketball player.” The players suddenly come to
clarity, realizing they’ve heard this before. Schafer continues, “Our second goal is to win
championships.” He frustratedly looks at his graduate assistant coach, Roshawn Russell, and says,
“Scrap the practice plan, we’re just gonna run for two hours, because these kids can’t even tell us the
two goals of our team!”
All that running will help build this team and make them stronger when it comes to the first day of
practice, which is officially scheduled the same day every year for NCAA Division III schools.
October 15th is the day basketball season officially starts. The preseason was about building a strong
foundation individually and coming together as a team. Now that practice is here, the intensity level
skyrockets because there is so much competition for very few varsity spots. The practice atmosphere
becomes Darwinian. Players will be running hard, yelling loud, diving for loose balls and throwing
their bodies around. Tempers will flare, the breathing will be heavy, and the jerseys will be drenched
with sweat. These men of Fontbonne Basketball will be pushed to extremes they did not know they
could reach in efforts to make the top twelve.
Standing just outside of coach's office, Blake Welch, Bryan DeGeare, and Michael Jackson spoke
about the new competition level and what they have to do to stand out; all answers seemed to echo
one another. Welch, a returning sophomore and a significant contributor to last year’s team,
commented on his feelings entering the season saying, “We’ve got a lot of good talent this year,
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getting on the floor will be a lot tougher for everyone. I’m a returner but I’m only a sophomore.
Coach has made it clear that there are no guaranteed spots, so that means I have to bring my A-game
every day.”
Freshman Bryan DeGeare, spoke on the difference between high school and college basketball saying
that “It is definitely a higher level of competition in college, players are bigger, faster and stronger but
when it comes to practice I think I can handle myself.”
Michael Jackson, a first year transfer from Elmhurst, says “I feel good coming into the season, and I’m
excited for the first day of practice, I’m ready to get after it and show coach what I can do.” Jackson
also added, “.. .yeah, preseason was long and tough, but it made us stronger and now we’re all
physically ready for the season ahead and when Tuesday (October 15th) rolls around, it’s time to start
winning.”
Winning has been addressed more than ever this year. The coaches and players all feel it’s due time to
change the recent course this program has taken and get back to winning championships like the Men’s
Fontbonne Basketball teams have done in the past. But in order to get there, practice is where players
become teammates, practice is where teams set the foundation for success and practice is where
success starts and champions are made.

2 of 2

10/30/2013 10:14 AM

Fontbanner - NaNoWriMo Approaches

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/nanowri...

NaNoWriMo Approaches
By Amanda Teeter ; October 20, 2013

I made up my mind months ago. I’m not doing it this year. I can’t do it this year. I’m overwhelmed as
it is. I work full-time, I take seventeen credits, I have an extensive reading list, I’m editor of the
school paper, and my mother keeps insinuating that other 21-year-olds do things called “dating” and
“going out,” clearly a premenopausal delusion on her part as I have no knowledge of such fairytales
but still, it’s a fantasy I must entertain.
But who am I kidding. I have to do it. It taunts me.
If you’ve never done NaNoWriMo, don’t. Actually do. Totally do. It’s so worth it. But maybe wait
until you graduate. No, don’t do that either. Do it next month, do it with me, I need support.
NaNoWriMo is painful and beautiful and inspiring and degrading. If you’re both a writer and a
masochist, it’s a dream come true. If you’re not familiar with the rules of NaNo, the goal is to write a
novel, at least 50,000 words long, in the month of November. Don’t write one word before 12:01 On
November 1st, nor after 11:59 on November 30th. It doesn’t have to be good, it doesn’t have to make
sense, it doesn’t have to have plot, you just have to write. Edit later, don’t think, don’t analyze, don’t
try. Just get those words out of you. That alone is an incredible challenge for most of us.
I just logged in to Nanowrimo.org for the first time this year, and it told me that I’ve been a member
for “about 6 years.” Six years of bitter failure. I have to confess...I’ve never done better than 20,000
words. I’m a perfectionist. Forgive me, Father...I edit as I go. It’s the cardinal sin of NaNoWriMo,
and I’m going to NaNoHell.
I have to assume that’s how it works... NaNo is kind of like religion. We follow its rules because it
inspires us- we feel fulfilled at the things we accomplish for it, it makes us better writers. We get a
sense of community from it- Not only is there an online world of NaNo writers, but there are local
events all over the country where people join up to write together. And we police ourselves- the
reward for completing NaNo is bragging rights and the novel you created. We could start writing in
October. We could fake the word count. We could write the same word fifty thousand times into the
word counter. But we would know.
Our dedication to this thing is based on the way we draw from it to improve ourselves. Yes, it’s a
stressful experience and a horrible misfortune that it falls in November of all ungodly busy months, but
NaNo is a higher power to us as artists. It entices us to put forth the effort it takes to create something
great, and gives us something that’s both communal and internal to put our faith in- the novelist living,
spiritlike, in each of us.
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National Day of Writing: Meet The Fontbanner
By Fontbanner Staff

October 20, 2013

It’s National Writing Day, and as such we at the Fontbanner found it fitting to tell you why we love to
write!

Curious is the notion I have never once stopped to consider why it is I write up until now. It has always
just been. Writing, for me, was bom out of a desire to be able to communicate with others my feelings,
desires and thoughts. I write to have the opportunity to truly connect with the world, my family and
my friends. I write to have my otherwise reserved voice heard. I write because I have been silent far
too long.
-Richie Kemper
I started off liking to write because it was a way for me to express myself when I was a little girl. I
used to always bottle up my emotions inside and not want to talk about my problems, so my
psychologist at the time had me do some writing exercises to help me express myself. From then on, I
started writing in a diary daily, sometimes even multiple times a day. During middle school and high
school I realized that I am a good writer and I would get A’s and B’s on my papers. Through those
years I improved and I became a lot better at using my voice and organizing my thoughts through my
writing. Then college came, and I started being part of a student run newspaper my sophomore year
(prior to Fontbonne). I am still on the paper today and pursuing a career in professional writing in the
advertising industry. My passion for writing has grown a lot since that psychologist visit and is leading
me into a career that I will love.
- Corie Krisch
Writing is about finding a voice, giving life to your thoughts. It’s about expressing ideas and feelings.
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To me, the best forms of writing are those that tell a story. Even if a story isn’t true, it has truth in it, by
giving insight into human nature or relating human experience. Storytelling is the common
denominator in all my interests: fiction, video games, comic books, and professional wrestling (don’t
groan, I can hear you). Writing stories gives you the opportunity to write something important,
something that people care about (hopefully), something that connects to the audience in some way.
-Matthew Russo
I write because I am a writer. Circular as it may be, that’s how I’ve always felt about it. When I don’t
write, my health suffers, my thoughts are disordered, chaos ensues. Silence is my ultimate weakness,
language is my strength. I spoke early, read early, wrote early, and since then the moments in which
I’ve silenced myself have always been the same moments in which I’ve gone against my nature.
There have been times I forgot I was a writer. To remind myself, I got a feather quill tattooed behind
my ear- an eternal reminder to myself that I must write, because writing is a part of who I am.
-Amanda Teeter
To celebrate National Day of Writing, I took time to reflect on why I write and what drives my passion
of putting my pen to paper. In my later years of high school, I became obsessed with reading
anonymous blogs. I realized that unlike the traditional books I had always read, blogs were an outlet
for people to use their own voices to tell their own stories. I realized I had a story to tell and writing
was an easier way to process the truth and reality of my experiences than actually talking about it.
Writing became my own form of therapy. And now I can’t stop and won’t stop (and that’s a Miley
Cyrus reference if you didn’t catch it).
-Brooke Angel
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The Rivalry: Blues vs. Blackhawks
By Corie Krisch

‘

October 20, 2013

I started liking NHL hockey in 2008, when I went to my first game. It was a Blues game, but I am a
hometown girl and I love my Chicago Blackhawks. You can imagine the weird looks I get when people
find out I am a fan of both teams, since they are rivals.
I root for the Blues, just not when they play against the my home team. A few months after I started
liking hockey was when I truly started to follow the Blackhawks. Since they are defending Stanley
Cup champions, ticket sales for games in Chicago are easily $90, and those are for nosebleed seats. No
way can I afford that, but a few weeks ago I found out that the Blues/Blackhawks game in October
was added to the student nights and I knew I could not pass that up.
This is not the only rivalry between Chicago and St. Louis. The Chicago Cubs and the St. Louis
Cardinals are also rivals.
Since the Detroit Red Wings recently moved to the Eastern Conference, the Blackhawks' top rivalry is
the Blues. The rivalry really started at a game on March 17, 1991, also called “The St. Patrick’s Day
Massacre” because of the amount of penalties and fights. On that day, the Blackhawks beat the Blues
6-4. After NHL officials reviewed the tapes, they suspended Blues defensemen Scott Stevens for two
games, Blackhawks Mike Peluso and Blues Kelly Chase each for 10 games, and fined both teams
$10,000 each.
The Blues played the Blackhawks earlier this month at the Scottrade Center. My friend and I were the
first in line to get our tickets scanned. At first there were a lot of red jerseys and shirts, which made me
happy because I was not the only one. There were only forty-five minutes until the gates opened to let
us in, which felt like hours. Finally, at six o’clock, people were able to go to their seats. I found section
333 seat 15 row A and I got this feeling of relief and excitement. Finally I would get to see my team in
action. By the time I soaked in the moment, practice started and both teams were on the ice. They
practiced shooting and blocking the puck. Of course I was fangirling and taking a lot of pictures of my
favorite players. The first period was about to start.
Not even two minutes into the period a fight broke out, and a penalty called. From this moment I knew
it was going to be a great game. Hawks Brookbank and Blues Stewart are put in the penalty box for
fighting. The first goal was made by the Blues, but the Hawks were not too far behind. They played off
each other’s energy. Then the Blues received a boarding penalty, Lapierre shoved a Hawks player into
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the board for no reason at all. I got really mad and said a few choice words. Bryan Bickell from the
Hawks started punching Lapierre. At the end of the first period the score is tied 1-1.
The second and third periods were relaxed, nothing big happened towards the end of the third. The
game was tied at 2-2 and within the last forty seconds of the game the Blues scored. The final score
was 3-2 Blues. I heard a lot of crap that night and the next day on how the Hawks lost. I was not
disappointed, it was a great game. Both teams played very well. This is a game I will never forget. It
was a good start for the 2013-2014 hockey season for me.
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Adventures in Plus-Size Costume Shopping
By Amanda Teeter ; October 31, 2013

I entered the costume shop that night thinking I wanted to be a princess.
Not a “Naughty Snow White” like the one I found at the last aisle of the store. I’m a chubby girl and
there are things that skirt needs to cover.
Not a “Sexy Gypsy” like was hanging around other sexually exploitive dresses in the corner. It was
super cute and so blatantly Esmere Ida from Disney’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame (nice try,
copyright evaders, I’m onto you, and if you want to keep me from talking, make me a plus size
Princess Belle dress with an actual skirt) but in case I need to bend over at any point on the 31st, I had
better pass on the gypsy dress.
This is not a rant about how Halloween needs to be less sexualized. Honestly, I’m all for sexy
costumes, I love them, and in a parallel universe where I’m still a cute little size 3 like I was when I
was seventeen, I’d be all too happy to partake. But I’m not a size 3, and I don’t want to have to go out
for Halloween in a parka while my skinny friends get to look adorable.
Online you can get some super cute plus size Halloween costumes that are horribly expensive, which,
admittedly, most of the little ones are too, but when you’re a working college student so the first thing

you look for is a costume under $40, and you work at McDonald’s so the second thing you look for is
the “plus size” sticker, your choices are limited.
The problem is that what the Halloween store calls “Sexy” on me translates to “Trashy” because
generally in polite society we should wear clothes that cover at least certain parts of us. When
dressing up I try to go for more of a “Classy” look, which, I happen to think, translates much more
smoothly back to sexy. Last year, for example, I went as the classiest and most beautiful woman of all
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time- X-Files’ Dana Scully- with some strawberry blonde hair dye, a 90s pantsuit, and a badge. (This
was homemade, but I did see that costume online- “Skeptical FBI Agent?’" Right.)
This year, I opted for a store-bought costume for the first time in my life. I figured it would be easier,
and better quality than the ones I make myself. It was so not easier. I went through that whole store
three times, narrowing it down to costumes that met all categories:
A. Under $40
B. Plus Size
C. Will actually cover me
D. Cute
E. Something I would like to be
There were really only a few left once I considered all of this. So, at the risk of being mistaken for a
hipster who has never actually seen one of her movies and instead just instagrams pictures of her with
misinterpreted quotes and the vague understanding that she was considered attractive at some point in
the past, I’m Marilyn. I like it, I’m glad I get to be Marilyn, I've gone through several devout Marilyn
phases as a teenager in which I actually did watch her movies over and over again, listen to her CDS,
and lipsync to Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend. I’m satisfied, but I really would have liked to have
more options.
(And I opted for the name brand version, which was actually CHEAPER than the identical one that
was labeled “60s Pin-Up.” Really, you guys aren’t even trying.)
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Halloween - What the Fontbanner Thinks
By Fontbanner Staff ; October 31, 2013

Halloween is my least favorite holiday. Really, I go most years without realizing it is actually
Halloween. But this year, working on the paper, I've had to think about why I actually detest this
'holiday.' As a teenage-almost-20-something girl, I feel pressure to tape my boobs together and wear
panties as pants. I don't think badly of any girl who does this; I actually envy their bravery. My body
isn't anything I'm ashamed of; somedays, I can shimmy into a pair of 0 jeans and other days I find my
size 2 jeans more comfortable. My chest is usually strapped down by a sports bra, but when I wear
anything from Victoria's Secret, it's obvious my boobs don't fit on the rest of my body. Somedays, I like
to show off my small waist and large chest, but Halloween isn't one of the days. Mainly because I like
to accentuate my curves in a less obvious way. But also, I think Halloween gives people a chance to
compare what they have to those around them, and that makes me uncomfortable. I guess, what I'm
really trying to say is Halloween is just a reminder of how pretending to be someone other than me
makes me nervous. I don't need to pretend to be anything other than me.
-Brooke Angel
I don't care about Halloween. At this point in my life, it’s an excuse to eat candy and nothing else. I
don’t drink and I’m not a partier, I’m not big on costumes or horror movies, and carving a jack o’
lantern is more of a chore to me than a fun creative outlet; so I see no reason to get excited about All
Hallows’ Eve. When I think about it though, I’m not all that excited for any holiday. As far as
receiving gifts for Christmas and birthdays, I find that the last few years I mostly ask for gift cards,
basically saying, “Give me money, and I’ll buy whatever I want whenever I want to.” The holiday that
I most look forward to is probably Thanksgiving because, dammit, I want that turkey and pumpkin pie.
Oh, and family togetherness and whatnot.
-Matthew Russo
I have never seen the signifance of the Halloween holiday. As a kid I saw it as a day that school
loosened the reigns of class structure and had some fun. Also it was time to get out of the house and
cause mischief with my friends through the night. I never got into wearing the costumes, carving the
pumpkins or riding the hay rides. Now, as a young adult, Halloween has even less importance. It's just
another day in my book but I do still indulge in loosening the reigns of my everyday activities and
some fun, because its good to set things aside and just have fun. It's easy to get bogged down with
school work, graduation, job searches, and entering the real world as a young professional. But
Halloween is my release, my day off of my responsibilities, thank you Halloween.

1 of 2

12/2/2013 9:26 AM

Fontbanner - Halloween - What the Fontbanner Thinks

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/hallowe...

-Bryton Curtis
I love Halloween. I get excited about things really easily, I love to dress up, 1 love horror movies. I
really love everything about Halloween. I am especially excited this year, because honestly, for the
last few years none of my holidays have been that great-I've been in a really bad relationship with a
guy who hated all holidays and always seemed determined to ruin them for me. Since I had the flu
over Independence day, this is my first real holiday since I left him. That's why I'm extra excited this
year. I'm determined that, now that I got away from a negative influence in my life, I can really enjoy
the simple things that I've been mocked for enjoying for the past three years. I may have to be at
school for twelve hours this holiday, but I'm going to be there in my Marilyn Monroe dress, and I'm
going to work it like it's my first Halloween. No one can ruin this day for me.
-Amanda Teeter
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Pointergeist
By Richie Kemper ‘ October 31, 2013
The stage was set, the last of the crew members were walking off stage, when suddenly the lights
dimmed and the crowd exploded in cheers. Deftones immediately came out and sprung into Diamond
Eyes, their 2010 hit from the album bearing the same name. I could feel the band feeding off the
energy of the crowd, and it showed in their performance. Lead singer Chino Moreno sounded a bit flat
toward the beginning of the song, but he soon found his voice. Just in time too, because the opening
riff for the vocally demanding Rocket Skates blasted over the amplifiers. Chino’s screams during the
chorus rang out as a battle cry through the Verizon Wireless Amphitheater.
Sensing the crowds excitement waning, they launched into two successive older fan favorites in Be
Quiet and Drive (Far Away) and My Own Summer, both off of 1997’s critically acclaimed Around the
Fur. The crowd (mostly made up of Avenged Sevenfold fans) perked upon hearing some familiar
songs. Some even began to sing along to the parts they knew. Though I loved the renditions of these
two classics. I’m sure they weren’t half as good as when the band played them live back in day. Now
having the audience’s attention they tore into four consecutive songs from their latest release Koi No
Yokan. Two of my favorites from the album, Tempest and Swerve City, made the cut. Tempest started
out softly building up to the crescendo. In a daze like state I sang along with the opening lyrics until a
heavy guitar riff bludgeoned me back to reality. I couldn’t believe how well the band meshed for these
two songs, blowing their studio version counterparts out of the water.
I could sense their time running out, as could the rest of the amphitheater. Saving the best for last, as
all good bands do, Deftones reached deep into their back catalogue and whipped out three gems to end
their set with. Up first was Change (In the House of Flies). I instantly recognized the opening chords.
It is one of their most well-known songs, so everyone started singing along. I can still remember sitting
in my room the summer after high school, for hours on end with guitar in hand practicing and
perfecting the tune on my six string. Suddenly we were launched into furious versions of Engine No. 9
and 7 Words, both from their first album Adrenaline. The toll on Chino’s voice was evident as he
struggled with getting full throated screams out in rapid succession. With the last few guitar notes
dying out they thanked the crowd and walked off stage. As fast as they had begun, they were gone.
Hard to believe Pointergeist was already halfway over. You could feel the tension in the crowd
growing to a fever pitch. Everyone was anxiously awaiting the arrival of Avenged Sevenfold onstage.
The lights went down and a wall of flames erupted onstage. The band immediately launched into the
first song off their newest album, Shepherd of Fire. I felt like I was sitting at an oversized medieval
bonfire, as the stage featured a castle-like wall as a backdrop with a skeleton king sitting on his throne
just behind the flames. Once the fire subsided, the band welcomed all of the audience who had never
seen them live before to their “family” by playing Welcome to the Family. I mainly listen to rock and
alternative radio stations, and anyone who listens to these stations is familiar with the next song: Hail
to the King. The crowd roared to life as the furious tapping on the guitar started. As the title track off
their new album and tour, it would have been surprising had they not played it.
Playing Welcome to the Family earlier in the show set up the stage for the band to present the last
song their fallen brother in arms, Jimmy “The Rev” Sullivan, wrote and sang on. On either side of the
stage played a slideshow of pictures of Jimmy and the rest of the band. A tangible sadness went
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throughout the amphitheater as his prerecorded voice flowed through the speakers. I have to say one
of my favorite songs by them is Afterlife. I almost couldn’t believe when I heard the quartet of strings
which open the song. Looking back I can see how fitting this song was to play a couple songs after
Fiction. Although the band made no reference to Sullivan, they didn’t have to.
To finish out the show (or so we thought) a huge fan favorite was proffered to the crowd. Only a few
of their songs are as widely popular as Bat Country, which draws major influences from Hunter S.
Thompson’s book, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. With the final progression of the song on
continuous loop, the band thanked us for being such a great crowd and vowed to return to St. Louis.
We weren't so naive as to believe they were finished. This is a rock concert after all, and there was
still plenty of time for a song or two more. With a bit of chanting we coaxed the guys back out to finish
the night off properly. One last time they came out onstage to give us what we so desired. A furious
version of Unholy Confessions was our reward. Although I knew none of the lyrics, ecstatic joy is
understandable in any language.
All in all I thought both bands put on an amazing show. The main reason I went was to see Deftones,
but found Avenged Sevenfold to be pleasantly surprising. I don’t think a single person left without a
gaping smile chiseled on their face. I do wish Deftones were allowed to play a song or two more,
although I do understand they were the opening act. If anyone who is into this kind of music and has
the opportunity to see either of these bands live, I say, seize the day.
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The Halloween Malcontent
By Matthew Russo j October 31, 2013

Sifting through my emails - special offers (Apple, please stop sending me emails about iTunes),
confirmations from websites, receipts from online stores - one subject line caught my attention:
“Halloween is an Offense to the Tempter and His Minions” from beelzebubspet@[some obscure
website]. Praying it wasn’t some kind of weird spam pornography, I opened it to find the following
message:
“I cannot enter a retail store from September to November without feeling the sting of ridicule. When
I do, I tremble with suppressed rage to see how businesses, across the nation, make a mockery of my
religious beliefs. Just because we’re a minority, people think that it’s okay to trivialize our faith by
selling cheap baubles meant to imitate our practices. The greatest affront is their caricature of our lord
as a red, goat-legged, fork-tailed, pitchfork-wielding, homed goblin.
“If we were to try to propagate an image of Jesus Christ as a tie-dye-wearing, pot-smoking,
dreadlocked hippie, there would be an uproar. But the masses are allowed to profane our dear Lucifer
with impunity. It makes my blood boil, and one day, with Satan’s strength, I’ll see these blasphemers’
blood boiled. Literally.
“They portray witches as old, wart-nosed hags in pointed hats. Let me tell you something, some of the
most beautiful women I’ve ever known were witches, and they dressed like normal people. They only
differed in their knowledge of how the world really works.
“But even more heinous than the disparagement of these lovely young women is the appropriation of
our sacred symbol, the pentagram. They plaster it on whatever little trinkets they can shill to
celebrators of our stolen holiday. What can be expected, though, when they put their own holy
symbol, the cross, on every worthless knick knack imaginable?
“While we enact our most sacred rituals on that night, Christians dress in silly costumes, the young
collecting candy and the old getting drunk, the ultimate results being cavities and unprotected sex,
respectively. They made our night of spiritual growth about cheap gratification.
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“But it’s the little things that bother me. Many of their decorations are nonsensical. The weak,
oversized, hollow plastic chains are so unlike the real ones we use to restrain sacrifices on our
consecrated ground. When you have a naked sweaty virgin, you have to chain them up real tight or
theyTl slip right out. Small chain-links work best for this.
“And what’s with the bright red counterfeit blood? Drops of blood only stay that color about fifteen
minutes or so before turning a dark maroon. (You do not want to get it on a white robe; that stain will
never come out.) Yet they insist on speckling every prop with little dots of candy red. Now, a pool (or
bowl or cauldron) of blood, that will retain its color much longer, but I digress.
“Then we have all these ridiculous myths that the uninitiated mix with real beings. Demons, the
aforementioned witches, and ghosts (which don’t look like amorphous white blobs or people wearing
linen sheets, by the way - they look like you and me, only more transparent, and tinted a pale green)
are very real. But vampires, werewolves, zombies, monsters like Frankenstein’s, and countless other
silly creatures are figments of the collective imagination of a culture that doesn’t understand the
supernatural. The circulation of such legends makes a joke of our real connection to otherworldly
entities, such as Baal, who shifts between man (regally dressed, of course), toad, and cat; or Mammon,
ornamented in gold and wolves’ fur. These beings, I assure you, have a profound effect on the world.
Yet outsiders foolishly associate them with Bigfoot or extraterrestrials.
“One day, when the Dark Ford gains the upper hand in his eternal struggle with the Almighty, those
who disparaged him and us who give him strength will pay. They are not worthy of the pure fires of
Hell. Rather their punishment will be an earthly (and very physical) one. We will chain and flog them,
rip out their eyes, boil them alive, eat their beating hearts, bathe in their still warm blood, turn their
skin into parchment, and subject them to an even greater variety of penalties for daring to take part in
this commercialized and sanitized Halloween. This we shall do in the service of the true master of the
universe, Satan.”
Being an important member of the press, I must have seemed, to this lunatic, a viable outlet for his
grievance. I am merely doing my duty by sharing it with you all.
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What to Watch on Halloween? “Repo! The
Genetic Opera”
By Amanda Teeter J October 31, 2013

T
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In order to watch every movie I feel like watching this time of year, I would need October to be about
six months long. Since it is not, and I cannot possibly review every movie I feel like reviewing for the
purpose of this issue, I settled on a favorite, and one that you might not have seen.
Repo! The Genetic Opera is being called by critics “the next Rocky Horror Picture Show.” I tread
lightly as I would never dishonor the unmatched wonder that is Rocky Horror, but I like Repo better.
What Rocky Horror is for sexual deviance, Repo is, I think, more effectively for questions of genetics
- both avant-garde commentaries of social constructions which affect the way we treat certain very
personal aspects of ourselves.
Repo is set in a post-apocalyptic future (around 2050) in which an epidemic of organ failure
has created a market for synthetic organs created by a man named Rotti Largo(Paul Sorvino) who
founds the company GeneCo and becomes the most powerful man around. Once the epidemic is
quelled, the surgeries GeneCo offers become highly fashionable. GeneCo monopolizes the market of
genetic modification and manufacture a highly addictive drug which makes the pain of endless
surgeries bearable. Their power continues to grow until the company virtually rules, and is able to
conduct business in their own inhuman ways. They offer “organ financing” and send out the “repo
man”(Anthony Stewart Head) to retrieve organs from “ninety day delinquents.”
The murder in the context created here is interesting- what we see happening is unquestionably
wrong. Not only is the repo man murdering the clients, but, as best described by the opening song
Genetic Repo Man “He won’t bother to write or to phone you/He’ll just rip the still-beating heart from
your chest.”
It’s completely cruel, and it happens on-screen which accounts for many a squeamish audience
disregarding the film as a generic B-movie, but consider the implications of these spines and lungs
ripped from the company’s victims with clear bar-codes plastered at the bottom. The statement is that
commercialization is being pushed too far, and in a near future, human lives and bodies could become
nothing more than another product. The concept is represented in the song 21st Century Cure in
which the Graverobber(Terrance Zdunich) asks us “Why care for these petty obsessions?/Your
designer heart still beats with common blood,” a question which resonates back to the theme of

1 of 3

12/2/2013 9:26 AM

Fontbanner - What to Watch on Halloween? “Repo! The Genetic Opera” http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/what_to_...

commercialism- do we sell our soul for popular products when, without them, we are still the same
people? Does changing our genetics change who we are, even if the changes are synthetic?
These are also reflective of what the main character Shilo (Alexa Vega) is going through. She is a
seventeen year old girl who has been deathly sick her entire life, and has never been allowed to leave
her room. Her mother is dead, and her loving father is, as far as she knows, a doctor who has been
working hard to find a cure for her so that she can live in the real world. He is actually the repo man.
Shilo is a complex character because she represents an intricate genetic question based on her multiple
issues- 1. She is sick and quarantined. 2. She is told she inherited the sickness from her mother, a
genetic burden placed on her by things outside of her control and 3. her father is, unbeknownst to her,
making horrible decisions that she is morally opposed to. She reflects on how her mother's genetics
has determined a big part of her identity, by passing on this illness. While the audience knows what
she does not, Shilo sings in her song Infected the question that prompts us to wonder if she is fated to
make the same mistakes as her father- “how much of it is genetic?/How much of it is fate?/How much
of it depends on the choices that we make?/He says I have her eyes, do I also inherit his shame?/Is
heredity the culprit, can I stop it, or am I a slave?”
Is it possible that Shilo, in light of her illness and sharing a murderer’s genetics , can still rise up and be
a force of good in this terrifying world? And can this world around her, macabre as it may be, be fixed
if people realize that “genetic perfection” is not as important as doing the right thing-not becoming an
addict, not killing, not risking lives?
As an audience, we focus on Shilo’s storyline, but these societal questions are still obvious and
daunting, and it’s those questions that never satisfactorily get answered. In the end, Shilo does decide
whether sharing her father's genetics means she has to share his choices.
In addition to the strong thematic elements, Repo is great because of the complex characters. Shilo’s
father, Nathan, is constantly struggling with the conflicting roles of repo man and the kind person he
once was. Graverobber reflects on the societal problems that led to this crisis, his drug dealing, the
decay of the world. Rotti is obsessed with the question of inheritance (another genetic dilemma) where
his heirs are unworthy of his legacy. In direct contrast we see the deliberately undeveloped characters,
Rotti’s children, who are immersed completely in the idea that commodities (especially elective
surgeries) are all that matters. Amber Sweet (Paris Hilton) is Rotti’s oldest daughter, and she is
“addicted to the knife” and street drugs and has little personality to speak of, her biggest problem
being that daddy argues about lending her money for another surgery. Paris Hilton’s performance is
spot-on, as she is literally playing a character that is a mockery of herself. That's hot.
So, overall, this is one of my favorite movies of all time, but definitely for this time of year, and I
recommend it to anyone who can stomach a lot of really fake looking blood and organs. It’s fun, there
are some great performances, some catchy songs, and there is really a lot to think about if you’re like
me and like to analyze every movie you watch to absolute death.
Also Paris Hilton’s face falls off.
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What to Watch on Halloween? “The Curse of
Chucky”
By Corie Krisch A October 31, 2013

I
\

Curse of Chucky was released straight to DVD on October 8th, 2013. A few weeks ago, I finally got
my hands on it. I have been excited for this film since last year when it was confirmed. Coming from a
diehard Chucky fan, this movie was a great way to complete the series.
The main character Nica is in a wheelchair and she lives with her mother. One day they receive a
delivery- it is a Good Guy doll named Chucky. That night, Chucky comes to life and kills Nica’s
mother. Nica then calls her sister and the priest to come over for funeral arrangements. Nica’s sister
brings her family and their nanny. That’s when the chaos begins. More horrific events happen but I am
not going to spoil the tricks Chucky pulls. Chucky kills- them all and leaves Nica to be his last victim.
The ending is great and you will find some surprises. If you have seen the other Chucky movies, I
think you will have the same appreciation that I did.
Towards the end of the movie you see that the new characters tie into the rest of the series. This movie
made the series complete and full circle. The film references older Chucky films throughout, like
Child’s Play and Bride of Chucky, for example, they used the same background music from Child’s
Play and brought back familiar cast members.

I have heard mixed feelings about this film but it’s like any other movie, people will have their
different opinions about it. I can go on and on talking about this movie in its entirety but I do not want
to give any spoilers. I highly recommend this movie if you seen the other Chucky films or just want to
see what it is about.
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